You’ve been
charged with DWI;
now what?

THIS IS AN ADVERTISEMENT FOR LEGAL SERVICES

	DWI is one of the most serious criminal offenses within the original jurisdiction of District Court. For first
time offenders, a DWI conviction results in a minimum 12-month license revocation and 340% insurance
premium increase. Consequently, I encourage you to approach your defense just as seriously.

A COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH TO DWI DEFENSE

Just because an officer charged you with DWI does not automatically mean you are guilty of this crime.
The State has the burden to prove you committed this offense beyond a reasonable doubt, and the outcome
of cases often depends on how certain legal or fact-specific issues such as the following are resolved:
1. Why did the officer stop your vehicle and was that reason enough for the stop to be constitutional?
2.	Did the officer have the authority to require you to submit to a portable breath test (PBT)?
3.	Based on the facts the officer learned and/or observed from the time you were stopped until the time
you were arrested, did the officer have probable cause to charge you with DWI?
4.	Did the officer properly administer the three standardized field sobriety tests (SFSTs)? If so, how
many “cues” on the test did you exhibit?
5. Prior to submitting to a chemical analysis of your breath or blood, did the officer advise you orally
and in writing of your rights regarding a chemical analysis?
6.	Did the officer comply with the observation period and/or 30-minute grace period for a witness or
attorney to arrive before requesting you to submit to a chemical analysis of your breath or blood?
	As shown by these complex issues, DWI cases are not simple to resolve like speeding tickets. You
need an attorney who truly understands how to defend DWI cases, which means someone who (1) knows
how to spot issues wherever they may exist (2) has the knowledge and skill to argue issues at trial and
(3) knows how to present mitigating factors during a sentencing hearing when there are no defenses to
ensure the sentence is as favorable as possible.

PUT OUR KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE TO WORK FOR YOU

	Over the course of my career, I have earned a well-respected reputation for my work in DWI defense
as highlighted on the back of this brochure. I have successfully defended someone charged with DWI
at every level of court in North Carolina (District Court, Superior Court, and the Appellate Division).
Additionally, I have taken the same impaired driving training courses law enforcement officers take so
I can better assess why the arresting officer charged you with DWI as well as determine if you have a
defense to assert at trial. It will be my pleasure to put my knowledge and experience to work for you.

WE ARE HERE TO HELP

Please contact our office by phone at 910-296-9838 or me directly via email at
jbh@hunterandprice.com for a free consultation before your court date. Also, you can visit us online
at www.hunterandprice.com for more information. Thank you for your time and considering our firm.
With best wishes, I remain
						Truly yours,

								
						JUSTIN B. HUNTER
						Attorney at Law

hunterandprice.com

DWI SENTENCING CHART
Punishment
Level/

Factors

Imprisonment and Mandatory
Probation ConditionS

Fine

Aggravated
Level One

Three or
more grossly
aggravating
factors

• 12 months minimum to 36 months maximum
• If suspended:
- Imprisonment of at least 120 days as a condition of
special probation
- Requirement that defendant abstain from alcohol
consumption for a minimum of 120 days to a
maximum of the term of probation, as verified by
continuous alcohol monitoring (CAM) systems
- Requirement that defendant obtain a substance abuse
assessment and education or treatment required by
G.S. 20-17.6

Level One

Grossly
aggravating
factor in G.S. 20179(c)(4) or two
other grossly
aggravating
factors

• 30 days minimum to 24 months maximum
• If suspended:
- Special probation requiring (1) imprisonment of
at least 30 days or (2) imprisonment of at least 10
days and alcohol abstinence and CAM for at least
120 days
- Requirement that defendant obtain a substance abuse
assessment and education or treatment required by
G.S. 20-17.6

Up to
$4,000

Level Two

• 7 days minimum to 12 months maximum
One grossly
• If suspended:
aggravating
- Special probation requiring (1) imprisonment of at
factor, other
least 7 days or (2) alcohol abstinence and CAM for
than the grossly
at least 90 days
aggravating factor
- Requirement that defendant obtain a substance abuse
in G.S. 20-179(c)
assessment and education or treatment required by
(4)
G.S. 20-17

Up to
$2,000

Level Three

Aggravating
factors
substantially
outweigh any
mitigating factors

• 72 hours minimum to 6 months maximum
• If suspended:
- Must require one or both of the following
* Imprisonment for at least 72 hours as a condition
of special probation
* Community service for a term of at least 72 hours
- Requirement that defendant obtain a substance abuse
assessment and education or treatment required by
G.S. 20-17

Up to
$1,000

Level Four

No aggravating
and mitigating
factors or
aggravating
factors are
substantially
counterbalanced
by mitigating
factors

• 48 hours minimum to 120 days maximum
• If suspended:
- Must require one or both of the following
* Imprisonment for 48 hours as a condition of
special probation
*C
 ommunity service for a term of 48 hours
- Requirement that defendant obtain a substance abuse
assessment and education or treatment required by
G.S. 20-17

Up to
$500

Mitigating factors
substantially
outweigh
aggravating
factors

• 24 hours minimum to 60 days maximum
• If suspended:
- Must require one or both of the following* Imprisonment for 24 hours as a condition of
special probation
* Community service for a term of 24 hours
- Requirement that defendant obtain a substance abuse
assessment and education or treatment required by
G.S. 20-17

Up to
$200

Level Five

Up to
$10,00

910-296-9838

MEET YOUR ATTORNEY

Justin B. Hunter
The son of two educators, Justin B.
Hunter was born and raised in the
Duplin
He

County

received

town

of

Beulaville.

his

undergraduate

degrees from the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill in 2004
and his Juris Doctor from Campbell
University in 2007. After working in
Onslow County until the fall of 2008,
Justin returned home to Duplin County to focus his practice
on criminal defense and personal injury litigation. He and
G. Braxton Price are partners at Hunter & Price, P.A., a general
practice firm located in Kenansville.
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